COMPARISON OF COST

Ten Year Period 

Natural (Grass) Turf vs. Synthetic Turf

A budget comparison for a typical renovation of a high school caliber natural grass field vs. a new multi-sport synthetic turf field over a projected ten year period
EXPENSE OVER 10 YEARS

NATURAL (GRASS) FIELD

SYNTHETIC TURF FIELD






Initial Capital Expense


$300,000* 



$1,200,000 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Local Share Est. Construction Cost
$ 68,750



$ 300,000 
(Estimates are based on assumed 25% local share)
Maintenance Labor 


$ 250,000



$ 120,000 
($25,000 / year)



($12,000 year)

Equipment Cost



$ 25,000



$ 0  





($2,500/year)



(Equipment and supplies are provided as part of the field capital expense)

Fertilizer, Etc.



$ 10,000



$ 0






($1,000/year)




Top Dress, Overseed /Re-Sod

$ 25,000



$ 0






($2,500/year)

Irrigation (Water Usage)

$ 5,500




$ 0

($550/year)
(Minor usage only)

Line Paint



$ 5,500




$ 0





($550/year)
Total Maintenance Costs

$ 321000



$ 120,000
Ten Year Total Costs


$ 389,750



$ 420,000 
(Installation plus Maintenance)
Number of Events** / 10 years

500 




1,000 - 2500 





(Max 50 per year)



(No limit, Assume 100 - 250 per year)
Cost Per Event



$ 780




 $ 420 - $168      
NOTE:  Projected Maintenance Costs are based on typical estimated school district budgetary costs 

* Typical renovation capital expense that might include field renovation (Earth regrading, top dressing, top soil amendments, seeding / sodding, drainage improvements, irrigation) of exhibition caliber natural turf field.
** Event assumes any field usage for games, practices, scrimmages, etc.
To calculate the following ten years, begin with assumed capital replacement cost of synthetic turf at approximately $575,000.

